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commanded thought it imprudent to stand an assault when there was
a practicable breach. It was re-taken by the English army on their
way to attack Cuddalore, (May 1783).

Trivicary.
A village in the Villapooram talook, situated on the north bank of
the Arriancoopum, or Yillanore river, about 13 miles "W. N. "W. of
Pondicherry. The place at present consists of a few scattered huts,
but from the appearance of the Pagoda., the interior of which is built
of stone, the size of the tower over the gateway, which consists of
eight stories, and a large stone tank covering several acres of ground,
we may conclude, that in some former period Trivicary was a place of
great extent and importance. The principal streets can still be traced,
and appear to have been large ; there are Sanscrit inscriptions on the
walls, but they are now scarcely legible. The Pagoda was much in-
jured and the figures mutilated by Hyder's army, as it retreated from
Porto Novo after Col. Coote's victory of 1st July 1781.
Trivicary is now principally remarkable for the petrifactions in its ,
vicinity. They are found on a rising ground of sandstone, which may
be seen from the bungalow at Yerdoor, (4 miles S, E. of Trivicary).
Many petrified trees of large dimensions without branches or roots
lie scattered about. One of them is nearly 100 feet long, and 5 feet
in diameter. They are as hard as flint, strike fire with steel, and take
a very fine polish. They are in fact silicified. They also present a
variegated appearance in veins and colours, resembling agate when
polished ; and the red when well chosen, can scarcely be distinguish-
ed from cornelian. They are manufactured into beads, necklaces,
bracelets, and other ornaments.
The present growth -of trees in the neighbourhood are principally
of the Tamarind species, from which eiremnstanoe it has been infer-
red, that the petrifactions have the same origin. Becent investigation
has however shown that they are of the Cozy^ferous order.
They lie in and around what appears to be a large crater, and from
this shape, the petrified appearance of its sides, and from hollow tubes
of cemented grit and sand with apertures by which the gases have
escaped, it is conjectured that the remains of these trees have been
uprooted by volcanic agency. Popularly they are said to be the bones
of a monstrous giant overthrown by the gods in olden times ; and the